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     The Technology Bucks program allowed staff to earn dollars for each technology class attended.  There was a 
total of $6170 earned during the past two years.  Patti Parks at Port Neches Elementary earned the most at $480.  
Patti ordered  the software Classroom Jeopardy with a science game cartridge.  Lisa Noland and Mary Simon 
from Van Buren were next in line with each earning $280.  A total of 82 people earned technology bucks!  Other 
items ordered from the technology bucks include Microsoft Wired Fingerprint Readers, ink cartridges, flash drives, 
Avery T-shirt transfers, Logitech cordless optical wireless mouse, hubs, flat screen monitors, Logitech cordless 
wireless keyboards, calculators, CD-RWs, DVD-RWs, printers, digital camera carrying cases, mouse pads, and 
Microsoft how-to books!  If our 2007-2008 budget allows for it, we’ll continue the Technology Bucks program next 
year! 

Taking the technology classes has afforded me the opportunity to understand different programs and how to integrate them in 
various capacities in the classroom.  I’ve created PowerPoints to explain math concepts, to welcome parents and students to 
the classroom, and to teach the Texas Symbols and history of our great state. I have created a webpage, have written many 
newsletters, and I produce a memory book each year for every student in the class.  BEST OF ALL, I received $280.00 in 
technology bucks and was able to purchase items to help me do all these things. I benefited twice . . . and that’s says a lot!  I 
thank Jan, Lisa, and all the instructors for sharing their expertise, and encourage everyone who wants to learn more about 
technology to take advantage of these classes.                  Mary Simon, Van Buren 

Each employee leaving for the summer should follow these end-of-year procedures for technology equip-
ment: 
• Printers 

• HP—Take cartridge out, put tape on head, store in plastic bag 
• Epson—Leave alone 
• Lasers—Leave alone 

• Label all pieces of equipment, including cables and cords. 
• Unplug ONLY power cords (TV, printer, etc.) 
• DO NOT unplug cables behind TV. 
• DO NOT unplug hubs. 
• Unplug scan converter power supply from the wall. 
• Store all remotes in a safe place to be retrieved when school starts. (Technology Department is not 

responsible for lost or damaged remotes.) 
• Remove batteries from remotes to prevent corrosion.  
• No Power On passwords on any PC. 
***Please clean up your H:\ drive! Any items that you do not recognize or no longer need, please delete.*** 

End of Year Technology Procedures 



An adult community technology class was held 
during February and March by Lynne James, re-
tired PNMS principal.  Twenty senior adults at-
tended the night classes where they learned 
about Windows XP, Windows Explorer, Outlook 
Express, Word Pad, and Microsoft Word.  Assis-
tants helping Lynne were Marlene Portier 
(PNMS), Mary Pachuca (WC), and Ann Daniels 
(VB).  We have a waiting list for the fall if we offer 
the class again!  Thanks, ladies! 

Adult Community Computer Class **ONLINE SURVEY** 

We are asking that all instructional staff take a quick online 
instructional technology survey to help us plan for the next 
school year.  The survey should only take a minute. The sur-
vey can be found at www.pngisd.org/survey2007.asp.  
Thank you for your participation! 

Speed, speed, speed! 

• The connection between WGEC, HS and the 
Administration building has been upgraded to a         
1 Gbps connection.  

• The Skyward support people came to our site 
in February, upgraded the server software, and 
reloaded the Skyward software.  Since then, 
the reports of disconnected sessions have 
dropped drastically. 

• The second RoadRunner connection and fire-
wall in the HS library has been disconnected 
and all Internet traffic is currently being routed 
through the one  high speed connection at the 
WGEC. 

Raptor Software—Raptor V•soft software has been in-
stalled across the district.  It is a web-based software appli-
cation that has been developed with the purpose of aiding 
educational facilities in tracking their visitors. V•soft not only 
provides an effective, efficient method for tracking, but also 
goes beyond conventional applications by utilizing available 
public databases to help control campus security. 

If you question whether the after-school technology classes 
are beneficial, then ask no more.  I have been fortunate 
enough to not only take classes, but also teach some of 

these classes.  The rewards are phenomenal.  You learn, 
have FUN, and get "BUCKS" to purchase items to enhance 
classroom instruction, webpage, and desktop publishing. I 

was lucky enough to  earn $280.00 worth and I purchased a 
secured 4GB Flash Drive, a Microsoft Wired Fingerprint 

Reader, a USB Flylight for my laptop, a Wireless Notebook 
Laser Mouse, a LapDesk for my laptop, some clipart, and a 
teaching book called, "Adobe Photoshop Elements, Class-

room in a Book." I would like to thank any and everyone I've 
ever taken a technology class from. I always look forward to 
learning new skills in technology.   Lisa Noland, Van Buren 

With all three computer labs at full or near-full capacity on a daily basis, Port Neches Middle School students are 
busy incorporating technologies through project-based learning. 

English, science, and social studies students use Intel thinking tools, Tech Connect projects, Microsoft Office appli-
cations as well as Photo Story 3 to create projects that correlate to subject matter. Math students use Geo Sketch-
pad to animate points, lines and angles, and shapes. Reading and math classes utilize STAR reading and math as-
sessments.  

In addition, 8th grade English and science students create web pages using Word and HTML format. 

Other classes that utilize labs are shop students, Robotic classes, life management students, and art. These stu-
dents create animated cartoons, recipe booklets and birth announcements, Tech Connect projects, and research 
career information. 

Study Island lab is an additional lab at PNMS that is being used to strengthen our students’ math and reading skills. 

PNMS Technology 
Submitted by Marlene Portier 

FYI...we are in the process of contacting various vendors to 
ensure that Skyward will efficiently communicate with our 
libraries, cafeterias, and transportation department. 



Robotics Spotlight 

Port Neches Middle School—Once again, the PNMS Robotics teams have proven that hard work does pay! Fifteen 
students formed 4 teams this year to work long hours after school. Teams were comprised of 6th, 7th, and 8th grade 
students. The arena team of J. Gay, H. Baker, K. Angus, and T. Thompson took home first place honors at Regional 
middle school competition in Silsbee during January. Each member received a medal and as a team, they were 
awarded a NXT kit for the campus. Coming in second place at the same competition, were the team of K. Authement, 
K. Williams, C. Collins, and B. Motte. They also received medals. Port Neches Middle School was really shining on 
that cold January day! These teams went on to Austin for state competition. The team of Kaitlyn, Kayla, Chris, and 
Brian came in 4th place out of sixty teams in the middle school division! Way to go, Warriors! 

Two invention teams also competed at state competition held in Austin. These teams had to market their robotic inven-
tion with surveys, daily journals, a skit and research as well as have a working robot that did what it was designed to 
do. The team of B. Schumacher, K. Arnold, L. Lopez, and B. Johnson came in second place in the high school divi-
sion. We are so proud of these boys! Their invention was the Sock-It-To-Me sock sorter. They received a trophy, a gift 
card from Lego’s, and each a medal for their efforts. 

In the middle school division, G. Rowland, M. Culver, and S. Perry did very well with their robot, the Golf-Bot 8000. 
Even though they did not place, they represented our school in a great manner and we applaud their hard work! 

PNMS is extremely grateful to their two corporate sponsors—Huntsman (5 years) 
and our newest corporate sponsor, BASF. These two corporations are excellent 
examples of partners in education.  They are devoted to the youth of today for the 
workers of tomorrow! 

Campus sponsors are Lea Ann Parks and Marlene Portier. 

Robotics Rocks! 

The Port Neches Elementary Robotics Teams completed their year’s ac-
tivities with a meeting held on May 1, 2007, to demonstrate to parents 
what they learned.  With the support of TOTAL Petrochemicals, Inc., Mo-
tiva Enterprises, parent volunteers and the fifth grade science teachers, 
students met weekly to build and program robots.  Allen Runte of TOTAL 
Petrochemicals, Inc., began their activities with the basics of programming.  
As the students became more familiar with programming, they were given 
tasks to complete with their robots.  Their experience with programming 
led to experimenting with different mechanical designs.  Their final task 
was to program their robot to use a light sensor and follow a black line.  
When their robot reached the end, a touch sensor would turn on a light 
and the robot would stop.  Parents and guests in attendance were able to 
see a variety of designs meet the task, as well as and see the success of 
students learning technological skills to build on in the future. 

Port Neches Elementary Robotics 



Groves Elementary participated in the regional contest this year.  The GE 
teams did not place this year as they have in the past, but everyone is very 
proud of them and all their hard work.  The teams met every Thursday (and a 
few Saturdays) after school to work on the programming and building of their 
robots.   Students enjoyed working with the robots and were very proud of 
their own accomplishments.   

Team members are R. Moran, M. Harrington, P. Hayhurst, C. Dale, N. Ster-
ling, B. Touchette, A. Desmond, M. Lopez, S. Gobble, and K. Benoit. 

We would like to thank Sam Desmond and Kim Hoyt (Huntsman engineers) 
for all their time and talent they devoted to making the Groves Elementary 
robotic program such a success.  It absolutely could not have happened with-
out them.   

Campus sponsors are science teachers Linda Howard & JoBeth Burnett. 

Robotics Spotlight 

D. Lopez, D. Burchfield, J. Gibson and K. McCoy participated in the state 
level competition at TCEA. They competed multiple rounds before being 
eliminated. 

The robotics class also participated in this year’s ThinkQuest and 4 web-
sites were developed as a result of their research. Adobe joined with Ora-
cle and provided software to qualifying teams. All our teams were granted 
the Adobe software—12 licenses of Dreamweaver 8, Flash 8, Adobe Pho-
toshop Elements 4.0, and Adobe Premiere Elements 2.0.   D 

Campus sponsors are Diana Lege and  Pam Choate. 
5840 West Jefferson 

Groves, TX 77619 
Phone: 409-962-4268 
Fax: 409-962-5998 

~~~ 
Brenda Duhon, Director of Instructional Technology 

Dale Fontenot, Director of Information Services 
Robert Johnson, Network Supervisor 

Jason Michalk, District Technician 
Theresa Watson, Technology Secretary 

Blake Graves, Student Assistant 

Visit us on the Web! 

www.pngisd.org 

PN-GISD 
Technology 
Department 

Groves Elementary Robotics 

Groves Middle School Robotics To submit spotlight information for your campus, 
e-mail information to Brenda Duhon at  

bduhon@pngisd.org.  

Special Thanks to our  
Technology Task Force  
2006-2007 Members 

Cathy Purgahn  Michelle Mitchell Marc Keith 

Leah Hughes   Natalie Collins  Josh Autrey  

Barbara Curl   Ann Woodall  Christine Feliz  

Lisa Noland   Elizabeth Martinez Fran Norrid 

Pam Choate   Rhonda Bourgeois Amy Gil 

Marlene Portier    
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